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* Tourists press up against the construc-
tion fence on the corner of 53rd and Sixth,
staring speechless as a giant crane lifts an
entire bathroom into the air and deposits
it in what will be a master bedroom. Cello
phane House s five stories tall, with floor-
to-ceiling windows, translucent polycarbonate steps
embedded with LEDs, and exterior walls made of NextGen
SmartWrap, an experimental plastic laminated with
photovoltaic cells. Its aluminum frame was cut from off:
the-shelf components in Europe, assembled in New Jer

sey, then snapped tog

€r in16 dayson a vac:

to the Museum of Modern Art—joining four other
size houses onsite through October as part of the exhibit
Home Delivery: Fabricati ng the Modern Dnelling. Itlooks
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as if a suburban cul-de-sac took a
wrong turn at the Holland Tunnel.

Prefabis “modernism’s old-
est dream,” curator Barry Berg-
doll says. Since the industrial
revolution, architects have been
inthrall of the idea that houses
could be builtin factories, like any
kind of widget. But reality hasn’t
been extremely cooperative.
Whether because of conservative
public tastes, unachievable econ-
omies of scale, or designers’ less-
than-stellar business acumen,
their utopian visions have mostly
remained fantasies.

Frank Lloyd Wright, Buckmin-
ster Fuller, and Charles and Ray
Eames each had compelling con-
cepts of housing for all, most
of which turned out to be hous-
ing for a few. Modernist masters
Walter Gropius and Le Corbusier
were among hundreds who pat-
ented replicable designs that
never materialized. Thomas Edi-
son eked out a hundred units
using his “single-pour concrete:
system™—which formed whole
lown to the bathtub,
froma single mold—hbefore his
company folded. Prefab’s anly

houses,

success stories have been far
from museum-quality: Sears,
Roebuck sold more than 100,000
kit houses between 1908 and
1940, and the steel half-moons
of World War II’s Quonset huts
stubbornly squat on military
bases worldwide. (To say
nothing of the nearly 100,000 =
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one nuclear
causes others
vicinity to deton
releasing lethal
radiation for mile:
in every directio
Newly declassified
documents reveal
that dropping a Tri-
dent missile while
loading it onto a sub-
marine could ignite a
Jiffy Pop Nagasaki.

: Edupunk

n. Avoiding main-
stream teaching
tools like Powerpoint
and Blackboard,
edupunks bring the
rebelllous attitude
and DIY ethos of '70
bands like the Clast
tathe classroom
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At lenst we cannow ol
prefub's evolution in years, rather

than decades, Twenty-two months

g0, Istood near Ch
watehing a precursor to Cello
phane House belng screwed [nto

plage ("Plug+Play Construetion,”
Iasue 15,010, Dubbed “Loblolly" by

its Philadelphia-boased architects, ESEAPIST PDD
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lotofarchitects think everything's
gottn b

they le

lames Timberlake says. “We keep

rofining.” Cellophane Is mare pro

houses wre avallable from manu
facturer Liv ngHomes (starting at
$210,300)

In other words, the exhibit s Lty TIRED

ort of lke an open houso, "Maybe

the gener

publiec won't go to
marehitecture show," Bergdol)
snys, watching a chunk go up

by erane, "But they'll alway § 0

toashow about other people's
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